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In contrast to other rivers in Europe, the volume of container shipments on the Danube has not been
of much significance up to now. In the light of the double digit growth rates in the global transport of
goods and the chronic capacity bottlenecks at Europe's major ports and connecting routes in their
hinterland, now would be the right time for establishing container transport along the Danube with
Constanta as gateway. This study carried out by via donau and Constanta Port Administration
confirms this assessment: the cost benefits of using inland vessels specialised in container transport
are significant. A look at the entire supply chain for Europe-Asia shipments shows that the frequently
mentioned setback of long transport times is not an obstacle. Moreover, as the environmental impact
balance is good, a win-win situation is possible for all actors.
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Next steps :

Contact:

Beginning with September 2006, via donau disseminates the final report of the COLD
study to interested actors and coordinates further in-depth analyses with potential
operators and partners of a container liner service. via donau will give advice on
Danube navigation questions and support of funding requests in order to successfully
deal with those subjects.
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